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Overall Referral Process

Who can initially refer students to highly capabtesting?

Anyone may refer a student for testing for the higlapable program. Referrals can come from payents
teachers, school specialists, friends, family, camity members, or even the student themselvesop c
of the teacher referral form is attached (with #ddal copies available online and in your schd@te).
General referral forms are available in schoolcaffand online at
http://www.bethelsd.org/programs/highly _capable

Referral Timeline
The referral forms (attached) are available ontinen the school office during the months of Novemb
and December.

Parent Referral Forms and Permissions

All parents must complete a Referral Form and geemission for the student to be tested and paiinti
placed in highly capable programs. The form is lalée for parents in school offices and online at
http://www.bethelsd.org/programs/highly capable

Teacher Referrals & Feedback Forms

Teachers complete a Teacleferral & Feedback Form for every one of their studentsat have been
referred for testing. These are available durrggrhonths of November and December in each school
office or online ahttp://www.bethelsd.org/programs/highly capable

All referral forms, parent permissions, and teachemeferral forms are due to the school office by
December 15, 2011

Assessments & Selection Process

To qualify for highly capable programs, the follogiassessments are used:

» Ability test scores:
o0 Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT)
= Tests in Verbal, Quantitative, and Non-Verbal
= For more information about the tests:
http://www.riversidepublishing.com/products/cogAdfdils. html#tests
»  Qualifying students score in the™®@ercentile or above in at least one area or stadmore in the
90" percentile on both Verbal and Quantitative tests.
* Achievement test scores
o0 Grades K-3:
= DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy SkillsStudents must score at benchmark level.
= District Benchmark Assessments in Math
o Grades 4-8:
= Measurements of Student Progress (MSP). Qualifyindents must have met standard or exceeded
standard on this state test.

e Creativity
o Creativity is assessed through both teacher arehpegferral and feedback forms

A multi-disciplinary team consisting of teachers, district administratod psychologist/other qualified practitioner trairiad
interpretation of assessment results is conveneevtew the above mentioned data and make finatteh decisions.
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Teacher Referral & Feedback Process

STEP ONE: Complete the Pre-Referral process (listed below)

STEP TWO: View the “Characteristics of Gifted Children” paged determine students for highly
capable testing referral.

STEP THREE: Complete th&eacher Referral & Feedback Form for each student that you are
referring or that has been referred by anothergmergNote: One copy of thieeacher
Referral & Feedback Formis attached. More are available in your officeooline at
http://www.bethelsd.org/programs/highly capabl€ompleted forms are due to
School Office / Coordinatorby December 15, 2011.

STEP ONE: TEACHER PRE-REFERRAL PROCESS

Directions: Think about the students in your classoom as you read each of the following sections.
For each section, list the student(s) who come toima. This form is not to be turned in.

ADVANCED LANGUAGE : (unassumingly and appropriately displays an ade@wocabulary and an
ability to use more complex language effectivelwninariety of situations.some possible behaviors
may include: unassumingly uses multi-syllable words; useslesnmetaphors, or analogies; modifies
language for less mature children; uses languatgatih other children; uses verbal skills to handle
conflicts or to influence behavior of others; exgaes similarities and differences between unrelated
objects; uses time concepts.

Names of students who come to mind are:

ANALYTICAL THINKING : (Demonstrates an ability to discern componentswiale. The student
may not be “organized”, yet enjoys organizing alahping events and procedureS&dme possible
behaviors may include: analyzes classroom tasks; is unusually attemivietails in environment; sees
cause and effect relationships; takes apart arsdeezbles things and/or ideas with unusual skill;
expresses relationships between past/present erpes; makes up or expands songs, stories, andsidd
about learning experiences; organizes collectidniings.

Names of students who come to mind are:

MEANING MOTIVATED : (Shows curiosity and an inner drive for thorougllependent
understanding.)Some possible behaviors may includekeeps at an issue until it makes sense; asks
penetrating questions; is curious, ab&®, why andwhat if; displays unexpected depth of knowledge in
one or more areas; asks questions about wordsifihgp oral language); remembers; has acceletatdd
commitment and energy when learning; wants to dwthon own; independent.

Names of students who come to mind are:
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PERSPECTIVE: (Displays an ability to understand and incorpotatexpected or unusual points of
view through oral language, writing, manipulatimed/or art.}Some possible behaviors may include:
see another’s point of view; unexpectedly demotetrdimension angle or perspective in art; creates
interesting shapes or patterns; sees the “bigneitin a variety of situations:

Names of students who come to mind are:

SENSE OF HUMOR: (Demonstrates understanding of higher levels ofdmand application of a finely
developed since of humoSpme possible behaviors may includesays or does something indicating a
finely developed sense of humor; catches and adsuifbtle humor, uses figurative language for hunmoro
effect; understand and uses puns and riddles; $plaith language.

Names of students who come to mind are:

SENSITIVITY : (Intensely sensitive to the needs and motivatiootloérs.) Some possible behaviors
may include: spontaneously takes action to help someone in nised; empathic statements; has a strong
sense of justice; has high expectations of selfahdrs.

Names of students who come to mind are:

ACCELERATED LEARNING : (Demonstrates mastery and an ability to learn arttbrstand material
and concepts beyond the facts and knowledge tyarahlexpected for that age grou@dme possible
behaviors may include:rapidly accelerates learning after onset; categerizy more than one attribute;
has unusual ability to comprehend symbols (musizaheral, alphabet, maps); reads consecutive
passages at an advanced reading level and explaiasing of what is read; has unexpected mastery of
numbers has unexpected understanding of matheinadioeepts; understands relationships of coin
denominations.

Names of students who come to mind are:

Look over the names of the students you have listedl any, above. Is there a name which appears
in more than one category? Consider if this mighbe a student(s) who is highly capable and should
be referred for testing. Next, review the “Characeristics of Gifted Children” worksheet.

--CONTINUE ON TO NEXT PAGE--
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Characteristics of Gifted Children

STEP TWO: Think about the students that you listed from STENE. Look at the following
descriptors of Gifted Learners / Highly Capablereas. Identify which of your students should be
referred for highly capable programs.

“Bright Child vs. Gifted Learner”

Observing gifted characteristics is often difficwthen we are dealing with obviously bright childrerhe
chart below is helpful in seeing the subtle differes between the bright child and the gifted learne

Bright Child Gifted Learner

Knows the answers Asks the questions

Is interested Is highly curious

Is attentive Is mentally and physically involved
Answers the questions Discusses in detail, elabgrat
Top group Beyond the group

Listens with interest Shows strong feelings andiopis
Learns with ease Already knows

6-8 repetitions for mastery 1-2 repetitions for taag
Understands ideas Constructs abstractions
Enjoys peers Prefers adults

Grasps the meaning Draws inferences

Is receptive Is intense

Copies accurately Creates a new design
Enjoys school Enjoys learning

Absorbs information Manipulates information
Technician Inventor

Good memorizer Good guesser

Enjoys straightforward, sequential presentation  ivEsron observant

Is alert. Is keenly observant

Is pleased with own learning Is highly self-critica

WHAT DoES HIGHLY CAPABLE MEAN?
Being Highly Capable means having
extraordinary ability or potential in intellect
academic aptitude or creative thinking.
Some examples include:

» advanced vocabulary

e curiosity (asks endless questions)

» sophisticated sense of humor

* experiments with ideas

« advanced creativity

e perfectionist

STEP THREE: Complete th&eacher Referral & Feedback Formfor each student that you are referring
or that has been referred by another person. (NOtee copy of th&eacher Referral & Feedback Form

is attached. More are available in your officenline athttp://www.bethelsd.org/programs/highly_capaple
Completed forms are due to School Office / Coordirtar by December 15, 2011
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Bethel School District Highly Capable Program

smmrusncsaoos. | EACHER REFERRAL & FEEDBACK FORM

SPANAWAY, WASHINGTON

DIRECTIONS. Please separate this blue form from the goldemfodmational packet and
complete all 3 pages. Return the completed bl fo the school coordinator Becember 15,

2011.

Student Information

Student Name:

Current Grade:

School:

Teacher Information

Teacher

Name: School:
Tgacher _ Date:
Signature:

O The highly capable referral for this student was 1 The highly capable referral was initiats

initiated by me

A1%

by someone else.

PART A: Free-Response

Describe why you would recommend or not recommaéigistudent for highly capable programs (add aoiatii

comments on the back of the form if needed):

Are there any constraining factors which may infice performance on standardized assessmentifugally
or linguistically diverse, IEP, 504 Plan, othel)so please explain. (Add additional commentstantiack of the

form if needed).

--Continue to Part B on next page--
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PART B: Renzulli-Hartman Scale

Please read the statements carefully and use déte lselow to place an X in the appropriate checklBach item in the scale
should be considered separately and should reflealegree to which you have observed the preseraigsence of each
characteristic.

Scale:

1: SELDOM or NEVER observed this characteristic

2: Observed this characteristic OCCASSIONALLY

3: Observed this characteristic to CONSIDERABLE degree
4: Observed this characteristic ALMOST ALL OF THE TIME

SECTION 1 11 2| 3| 4
1. Displays a great deal of curiosity about marnygs; is constantly asking questions Qiaiala
about anything or everything.
2. Is individualistic; does not fear being diffeten Qiaiala
3. Is sensitive to beauty; attends to aestheticacheristics of things. Qiaiala
4. Is uninhibited and tends to hold strongly toregion of opinions and emotions. Qi aala
(sometimes radical and spirited disagreement.)
5. Is unusually aware of his/her impulses and dpehe irrational in him/herself,shows | Q | Q | Q | Q
emotional sensitivity.
6. Displays a keen sense of humor and sees huns@uations reflective ofowncultural | @Q | @ | @ | @
background. (May see humor where others do not.)
7. Is a high risk taker; is adventurous and spéieela (Sometimes has differentcriteriafol] | Q | Q | Q
success.)
8. Is unwilling to accept authoritarian pronouncetsevithout own critical examination. | Q | Q | Q | Q
9. | Generates a large number of ideas or solutmpsablems and questions; oftenoffers) Q | Q | Q | Q
unusual, unigue, clever responses. (Sometimessaffédelievable or “way out”
responses.)
10. | Displays a good deal of intellectual playfumdantasizes, manipulates (i,e.changes| @ | @Q [ d | @
elaborates, adapts improves, modifies) ideas, tihjecsystems. Combined
Total
ADD TOTALS OF EACH COLUMN 1-4. Provide the sum of each column
(example 3 checks in the 2 column would be a sum ®ffor the column.)
Provided the combined sum of each column in the Bdo the far right. 2
SECTION 2 11 2| 3| 4
11. | Likes to organize and bring structure to thingsyple, or situations. Qiaiala
12. | Needs little external motivation to follow through topics or problems that excite Qiaiala
him/her. Takes advantage of opportunities to I@authenjoys challenge.
13. | Is interested more than usual of age level in n@hylt issues such as religion, politics, @Q | Q | Q | Q
environmental control, etc.
14. | Becomes absorbed and truly involved in certaind®pr problems; is persistent in Qi aala

seeking task completion. (It is sometimes difficalget him/her to move on to anothe
topic.)

=

--Continue on to final page--
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SECTION 2 (continued from previous page) 1] 2 4
15. | Requires little drill to grasp concepts; is eabibred with routine tasks. (Needstoknovd | Q | Q | Q
reasons for activity.)
16. | Is quite concerned with right and wrong, good aad;often evaluatesand passeson Q | Q | Q | Q
judgment on events, people, and things.
17. | Often is self-assertive (Sometimes even aggre3sive. Qi aala
18. | Prefers to work independently; requires minimagdiions from teachers (or resists Qi aaaa
directions.)
19. | Is self-critical and strives for perfection; is reatsily satisfied with own speed or Qiaiala
products. (Sometimes critical of others and ndt)sel Combined
Total
ADD TOTALS OF EACH COLUMN 1-4. Provide the sum of each column
(example 3 checks in the 2 column would be a sum ®ffor the column.)
Provided the combined sum of each column in the baw the far right. >
SECTION 3 11 2] 3| 4
20. | Tries to understand complicated material by sepaydtinto its respective parts; Qi aala
reasons things out and sees logical and commoee sessvers; looks for similarities
and differences in events, people, and things.
21. | Possesses a large storehouse of information beapendsual interestofageofpeers | Q (@ | Q | Q
about a variety of topics or interests.
22. | Has rapid insight into cause-effect relationshifss to discover the howandwhyof | Q | Q | Q | Q
things; asks many provocative questions; wantsiawkwhat makes things or people
“tick”. (Can be an annoyance in persisting to @skstions.)
23. | Is a keen and alert observer; usually “sees maréjets more” out of a story, film,etc| Q | Q | Q | Q
24. | Reads a great deal on his/her own; does not avficudt or adult-level material; shows Q | Q | Q | Q
a preference for biographies, autobiographies, @apgdias, atlases, travel, folk lore,
poetry, science, history, and drama.
25. | Has a ready grasp of underlying principles; camkjyimake valid generalizationsabouQ | Q | Q | QA
events, people, or things. (Sometimes skeptical.)
26. | Has unusually advanced vocabulary for age or gead®; usestermsinameaningful | Q (Q | QA | A
way; has verbal behavior characterized by “richhe§expression, imagery,
elaboration, fluency in any language. (Sometinaesides on and on, or talks too mugh.
27. | Catches on quickly; retains and uses new ideasnémanation. Qiagiala CO;nttJiTed
otal

ADD TOTALS OF EACH COLUMN 1-4. Provide the sum of each column
(example 3 checks in the 2 column would be a sum &ffor the column.)

Provided the combined sum of each column in the baw the far right. >

YOU ARE DONE! Please give completed form and idel@ll pages (2 pages front/back, or 4 pages s#idél)

and to school coordinator by January 28 (elementargt February 25 (junior high).

ADD ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON THE BACK
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
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