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By Alexander Cook

CJH,9th grade

From pencil, to pastels, to
pottery, district art students

find unique hands-on ways to
express themselves. All schools
offer opportunities for students
to discover their talent.

By Cody
Welsh

CMJH, 9th grade

By Shelby Poore

Thompson Elementary,
4th grade

“When | draw [ like to interpret my
culture and heritage into my drawings
- my brown pride!” Bruno Huerta, CJH oth grade

By Christine
Bae

By Lucia
Zuniga

FJH, 9th grade SJH, 8th grade
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By Jessica
Gallagher

l .‘rom behind a camera lens
students examine detail, scan

GKHS, 10th grade

the landscape and interpret human

emotion as they show their
creativity through photography.

By Dylan
Gowland

GKHS, 10th grade

“I enjoy photography because of the
various emotions and the creativity

that can come from a photograph.” By Raeli Clontz
Morgan Krause, SLHS, 12th grade BHS, 11th grade
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bethelfinearts

Fine arts classes
can change lives

By Joey Schultz

BHS, 10th grade

Fine arts — drama, choir, band, photography and
more — teach and explore artistic talents.

Butifyou take a closer look at these classes, you'll
notice how very different they are from most other
courses and how very important they are. Fine arts
have changed my life, and I know the lives of many
others.

These classes teach you many things, but what I've
noticed as the most influential from these classes
is not about education. Almost every single one of
my closest friends has come from sharing a fine arts
class together. In my case, band and drama. In band,
I'was taught how important it was to listen (among
many things) to other students as they played along
with me. Classmates became my friends from the
very beginning. In a class like math, there’s no need
to even mingle with fellow classmates, let alone
learn to understand and become close friends. Fine
arts are exactly like sports in this way. You become a
team; a sports game is just like a concert.

The attitudes of fellow students are also quite
different in fine arts classes. For example, in drama
class, all students share a passion for acting. We
allhave acommon goal —to put on an amazing show.
We work together to reach that goal. And we become
close in doing so. Since no one I know shares a pas-
sion for math, there’s not much friendliness going
on there. It's not a stab at classes like math, just a
pretty accurate observation. In a class where you
aren't very close with your peers, it’s hard to get
along, and that’s never good.

School is more of an experience than it is an
education. Fine arts classes have been the best ex-
periences for me. They have brought me my closest
friends and being with them has helped me come
to terms with who I am.

It’s a safe environment, something I know the
entire school district is striving to create. Being
surrounded by friends that support me every day
is the epitome of my high school experience, and
it's through fine arts classes that I have found this
support.

So, in short, the fine arts ROCK!

Dance class adds
passion to movement

By Meghan McDonald

Elk Plain, 6th grade

Dance class is a way to move. It is a way to be cre-
ative, to be free and to be full of life. Dance helps you
to be yourself. It really shows your feelings! When
you are happy you might leap or burst, or if you're
sad you might droop or melt.

Iremember when I first came to dance class and
danced. Iwas so scared, but no one laughed. Ibegan
to blossom. Now I add passion to my movements,
and I feel like a star.

What also makes dance class fun is our teacher,
Mrs. Englebright. She is nice and kind. She lets us
give our opinions and express our feelings. We get
to be free and expressive! Dance is a wonderful way
to express yourself. Once you dance in dance class,
you realize that you use it in everyday life. Dance
gives you confidence.

We do many things in dance class like Poetry
Dance, Sight Specific Dances, and many other proj-
ects. I remember when I did Poetry Dancing. We
could say what we felt and show it with our bodies.
It was one of my favorite projects. When we did
Sight Specific Dances, we got to dance outside and
some of us came up with creative ideas. Most of the
dances represented images of nature.

We have done many different projects, and they
each are different in their own creative way. That’s
why I love dance.You can do any kind of dance you
want to do. You can’t runaway from dance. Dance is
life. When you were a baby you kicked and moved
your arms. That is dance. Dance is a way to live and
away to be free!

A rising star

While only a junior at Spanaway Lake, Gerianne Perkins takes a starring role with veteran actors like John Kelly (left) at Tacoma
Little Theatre. She also sings and dances with the school’s Music Company. She wants to pursue acting and singing as a career.

Perkins gets rave reviews for ‘Sleeping Beauty’

By Quincy Allen, Therea Azcueta
and Keary Jenks

SLHS, 11th grade

Some people fear performing in
front of large crowds, but for those who
don't, like Gerianne Perkins, perform-
ing in front of hundreds of people can
be extremely thrilling and rewarding.

At Spanaway Lake High, Gerianne
sets herself apart from many of the
students. Challenging herself with
AP classes, Music Company, school
work, and many other activities, she
manages time to pursue her desire —
acting.

“My motivation to keep on going
is that acting is not only something
thatI am successful at, it is something
that makes me happier than anything
else I have attempted. [ wanted to do
something that gave me more joy than
anything else in the world,” she said.

For many years, Gerianne has been

acting, singing and dancing at many
theatres and schools such as Tacoma
Little Theatre. She has been taking act-
ing classes ever since seventh grade at
different academies like John Robert
Powers, Barbizon, and Triple Threat
Academy.

When asked what’s the one thing
she enjoys the most about acting, she
replied, “The thing that first drew me
to acting was performing on stage with
a huge audience in front of me. Noth-
ing can truly compare to the rush of
excitement and adrenaline that I get
from a ‘live’ audience.”

Recently, Gerianne performed in
“Sleeping Beauty” at the Tacoma Little
Theatre. She had a starring role as
Briar Rose.

The play had actors and actresses of
many different ages, including profes-
sional actors who have been acting for
as long as 40 years. On the last day of
the show, 75 children were given the
chance to take pictures and receive

autographs with the cast.

In the Tacoma Weekly newspaper,
Dave Davison said, “Perkins is pos-
sessed of a strong and lovely singing
voice, and she brings charismatic pres-
ence to the stage.”

Not only has she been performing in
many plays, but also has been showing
off her talent by singing and dancing
with Spanaway Lake Music Company.
Music Company’s director, Mr. Krouse,
compliments Gerianne.

“She is a very, very hard worker, and
to be successful, you must be a hard
worker,” he said.

Overall, Gerianne is a true wonder.
She possesses so much talent at such
a young age. We can easily see great
things coming from her in the future.

“I'most definitely want to pursue act-
ing as a career, but I don’t want to only
act. I really have developed a love for
singing and dancing, and I think that I
would really like to pursue a career in
musical theatre.”

‘Seussical’ comes to Bethel Jr. High

By Olivia Beha
BJH, 7th grade

“High School Musical” was the show
to see last year at Bethel Jr. High, but
on Dec. 14 and 15 the literature-based
production, “Seussical the Musical,”
took the school in a new direction.

It’s a hilarious musical comedy
where all of Theodor Geisel’s (Dr.
Seuss’s) famous protagonists (and in
the Grinch’s case, antagonists) meet
one another. Horton the Elephant,
Yurtle the Turtle, Lazy Mazie, Gertrude
McFuzz, the Cat in the Hat, and all
the Whos of Whoville come together
to solve problems in Whoville and the
Jungle of Nool.

Two of the show’s themes include
the trials of Horton the Elephant and a
war over which side of the toast to but-
ter. All of the themes and classic char-
acters are tied together by the main
character Jojo, a thinker of strange and
wonderful things. With music by Ste-
ven Flaherty and lyrics by Lynn Ahrens,
the show is a hit around the country
and in our very own backyard.

“’Seussical’ is a very funny produc-

The Whos of Whoville come together to solve problems in the Nungle of Nool at
Bethel Jr. High School. The show runs Dec. 14-15.

tion,” says Alicia Schnell, who was cast
as one of the Whos from Whoville. The
cast primarily consisted of choir and
drama students. The audience even
took part as scenery and props for one
of the musical numbers.

The director, Ms. Emily Miller, chose
“Seussical” because she believed the
show matched students’ talents well.
She also had previous experience with

the show.

“The cast has never-ending energy,
which has been their biggest strength.
Ittakes alot of energy and imagination
to put on this show, and they have risen
to the challenge!” said Miller.

Great music, vibrant characters,
colorful sets and costumes and lively
dancing gave everyone a chance to see
the school’s rising stars in action.
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Simple glory: being a runner

By Junko
Kondo

SLHS, 12th grade

A stray elbow hits your shoul-
der, somebody steps on your shoe
from behind, you’re in a swarm
of tens of hundreds of others,
you're starting to go into oxygen
debt, and that’s when you realize
that there’re three more of these
miles to run.

Welcome to the world of cross
country.

You might have seen us during
practice, running down the road
in the rain, our T-shirts and shorts
soaked, our hair drenched with
both rain and sweat. Or maybe
you've watched us struggling un-
der the scorching, blinding sun. It
seems like whatever the weather,
we're out there. So what motivates

us to do asport thatleaves us near
collapse at the finish line? It might
be for physical fitness, it might be
for respect, it might even be for
the simple glory of being called a
runner. My reasons include all of
the above, but there’s one other
significant motive I would like
to share.

There are times in our life when
we feel like quitting; dropping
everything we're worked for,
reduced to a bitter feeling of de-
feat. I've had my share, especially
during my sports seasons. Yet
during my times of anguish, one
person’s face and words were kept
vivid in my mind. That person is
my coach and my teacher, Mrs.
Beckman. With the reason not to
disappoint her in my mind, [ have
pushed through much pain dur-
ing my cross country and track
meets. Her constant encourage-
ments and advice kept my spirits
up, helped lead me to success,
and provided me a safe shoulder
to lean on in times of need.

Her words of wisdom and

dedication to others affected
not only me but all students and
athletes under her teaching and
coaching. My four years under
her coaching has taught me many
life lessons to be applied in my
future. Every mile of every race,
as the pain creeps in squealing,
“Stop! Stop running! It hurts!”
I always hear her voice, “Come
on, every step forward is a step
towards improvement!”, “Acceler-
ate a little!”, “Let’s go, Junko! Tell
your legs to move faster!” Those
complaints are drowned by her
words as I charge up some steep
100-meter hill.

This cross country season, a
fellow teammate, April Veldman,
and I qualified again for the West
Central Districts meet. Given
our circumstances with massive
competition this year, we were
the “underdogs” with nothing
to lose. Yet I knew I had to stride
out there with fire in my spirit,
for this was my senior year, and
the last season with Coach Beck-
man. After all, we definitely had

nothing to lose given our seeded
placing. So I charged from the
starting line, impervious to the
pain that settled in after the first
mile. Again, those words of Coach
echoing between my ears, more
reverberant than ever. Before
I knew it, the finish line was in
sight: time for my kick. After April
and I crossed the finish line, we
were congratulated by our teary-
eyed coach who was hastening
towards us and pushing her
daughter, Bryn, in a stroller. It
turned out that we were about 25
places away from the 30th quali-
fying place for the state meet, out
of over 120 competitors — much
better than expected.

As I head off toward the last
days of high school, I would not
be satisfied until I somehow sent
amessage across expressing how
much she has influenced my life
through sports and through her
classroom teachings. She has not
only been a coach for my sport,
but a coach for my life as well.

Thank you, Mrs. Beckman.

It’s fun — plus anguish — for Spanaway Lake’s cross-country team at the Tomahawk Twilight Invitational at Cedarcrest Golf Course in Marysville.

Above: Rosallyn Tabulina, Victoria Albright, Lindsay Hanes, April Veldman, Junko Kondo, Jacky Pagpaguitan and Amber Veldman

Soccer wins first ever playotf game

By Sarah
Pierce

GKHS, 12th grade

I'was one of the three captains
for the Graham-Kapowsin’s girls
varsity soccer team this year. My
team and I achieved many things
this season. One achievementwas
our team made it to the playoffs
for the first time ever! This year’s
team broke many records starting
with being the first GK boys or
girls soccer team to ever make it
to the playoffs. Also, we were the
first soccer team from the Bethel
School District to make it, and af-
ter we won our first playoff game,
we were the first GK/BSD soccer
team to win a playoff game!

Making it to the playoffs could
not have been done without our
excellent coach, Steve Johnson.
He was the most supportive and
dedicated person of our team.
This year Steve won the SPSL
South League Coach of the Year
Award. In my opinion, it was well
deserved.

Steve started coaching at Gra-
ham-Kapowsin the first year

the school opened. He built our
team up from the ground, and,
believe me, it was not an easy job.
The first season, (2005) we only
won one game. The next season
(2006), we grew with winning a
couple more. Finally, this season
we were one of the best teams in
our league. Steve has always been
a huge support to all the girls on
the team. Not only was he there
for us on the soccer field but also
there for us with school problems.
He taught us more than just the
game of soccer, but how to be
good people.

The first game this season Steve
satus all down in the locker room
to talk to us about our goals. He
asked us what we wanted out
of the team and ourselves this
season.

So as a team we made a goal to
try and reach the playoffs. When
we knew that we made the play-
offs, Steve was really proud of us
because we worked as a team to
accomplish our goal.

The next day at practice, I
remember everybody thought it
was just going to be an easy day,
but Steve had different plans. He
told us that now we were in the
playoffs, our goal was to win our
first game. We practiced hard
every day to work for that win.
Days went by, and it finally was

Graham-Kapowsin soccer made district history in going to the playoffs.
The team captains are Meghan Clary, Kelsy Villegas and Sarah Pierce.

game day. I remember everyone
being nervous but ready to play.
The whole game was a tough
battle back and forth. With two
minutes left and a tied game, we
scored a goal.

Iremember looking over to the
bench and Steve and our assistant
coach, Phil, were jumping up and
down. As the last two minutes
went by, we won. I remember

getting onto the bus, and we all
sat down and Steve stood up and
said, “That’s what I'm talking
about!” We all laughed and the
bus ride home was a good one.

My experience being coached
by Steve has been great. He taught
me a lot in my three years at GK
not only about being a good
soccer player, but being a good
leader and person too.

Days when
we win,
times when
we lose

By Tyler
Ham

BHS,
11th grade

My parents were huge sports
fans and participated in sports
while I was growing up. So nat-
urally, I became very involved
in sports at an early age.

I love the camaraderie,
teamwork and fun that come
with participating in sports.
Now I play golf, basketball and
baseball in school.

Athletics have helped me
grow as an individual in many
ways. I've learned that hard
work and practice will help
me be successful in whatever
I attempt to do.

Learning to win with class is
avery important trait to have,
butyou can't win every match,
game or event. Losing — while
difficult — can teach us just
as many important things as
winning does. Sports, as in
life, help you to deal with a
wide variety of emotions, chal-
lenges and situations.

We learn how to be team
players and understand that
the strength of a team is much
greater than its individual
pieces.

We learn that the old adage,
practice makes perfect, has a
lot of meaning, both on and
off the court.

We learn that if we fail to
prepare, then we prepare to
fail.

When we lose, we learn the
importance of being a good
sport.

In winning, we learn the
importance of humility rather
than arrogance. Because no
matter how successful we are,
there will be days when we
will lose.

Yes, sports teach us a lot of
different things that parallel
life in a lot of ways. But, I must
say, there is something just
as rewarding, and probably
just as important, as these
life lessons. It’s the friendship
you make both with team-
mates and competitors, the
respect you earn from and for
your coaches, and the lifelong
memories that you will cherish
forever.

I love sitting around when
my mom and dad are with
their friends, and they talk
about all the fun they had
growing up playing sports and
hanging out.

I am even more excited
about building memories of
my own.

Playing sports is just play-
ing a game. But we can learn
so much from playing these
games and have a lot of fun at
the same time.
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CALENDAR

December
Dec.18: Last day of class
Dec. 19 - Jan. 1: Winter break

January
Jan. 2: Classes resume

Jan. 8: School board meeting,
7 p.m. at district office

Jan. 14: Beginning theatre
showcase, 7 p.m.at BHS

Jan. 16: Advanced theatre
showcase, 7 p.m.at BHS

Jan.17: Band showcase featuring
bands from Centennial, Rocky
Ridge, Cougar Mountain Jr.High
and Bethel High, 7 p.m.in the CMJH
commons

Jan. 21: Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
no school

Jan. 22: School board meeting,
7 p.m.at SLHS

Jan. 25: Early dismissal for students
in grades 7-12, report card
preparation (end of first secondary
semester)

Jan. 26: Jazz Night (district jazz
bands perform), 5 to 8 p.m.at SLHS

February

Feb. 1: In-district transfer request
forms available for elementary and
secondary students at district office
(Forms for grades 7-12 must be
received by Debbie Almont at the
district office by March 21;forms
for grades K-6 must be received by
Sandy Bradbeer at the district office
by April 30.)

Feb. 2: Dinner auction hosted by
BHS band boosters, 5:30-9 p.m.
at BHS

Feb. 4: Parent preview night of HIV/
AIDS curriculum (grades 5 and 6),

7 p.m.in the North Star library. For
parents only - no students should
attend.

Feb. 7: Parent preview night

of (grades 5 and 6) physical
maturation curriculum, 7 p.m.in the
district office board room, 516 East
176th St., Spanaway. For parents
only - no students should attend.

Feb.9: Mt.League HS Instrumental
Solo/Ensemble contest, BHS, all day

Feb. 12: School board meeting,
7 p.m. at district office

Feb. 18: Presidents’ Day, no school

Feb. 19: Teacher training day;
no school for students

Feb. 23: District Art Festival and
Technology Fair, 10 a.m.to 3 p.m.
atSJH

Feb. 26: School board meeting,
7 p.m.at Camas Prairie

bethelpride

Bethel Pride is produced by the
Bethel School District. It is mailed
to all addresses in the district
during the school year to promote
community/school relations. Please
let us know if you have an item of
interest for publication.

Mark Wenzel:
communications director,
Bethel Pride editor and
photographer; 253-683-6051;
mwenzel@bethelsd.org

Bethel Pride staff:
Tom Fitzpatrick, Irene Hicks, Dodie
Raden and Jeff Rosczyk

Bethel School District is an Equal
Opportunity Employer and complies with
all federal rules and regulations including
Title IX/RCW 28A.640 and Sec.504.Bethel
does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex or handicap
including student participation in
educational programs and extracurricular
activities. Contact Laurie Barckley at (253)
683-6021 about Title IX or Bob Maxwell
at (253) 683-6921 about Section 504
compliance procedures.

FROM THE TOP

Side-by

By Laila Stuart
BHS, 10th grade

“Democracy is messy business,
butit’s the best system of govern-
ment there is.”

So says Tom Seigel, superinten-
dent of Bethel School District.

And he knows. Not only did he
serve 25 years in the Navy as an
intelligence officer on the U.S.S.
Enterprise, he has also visited
27 countries, has three master’s
degrees, and was a professor of
political science. Subsequently,
Mr. Seigel is known to operate
a well-kept ship - efficient and
on schedule — important when
overseeing 24 schools.

In anutshell, Mr. Seigel is a “re-
source provider” for the district.
More specifically, Mr. Seigel’s
job description entails giving
talks and lectures to schools to
promote community/school
relations, overseeing the funding
and construction of new schools
and improving old ones, and
generally pushing district staff,
principals, and teachers “to work
at continual improvement.”

His goals are to improve aca-
demics, community/school re-
lations, communications and
operations, to provide oversight
of capital construction, and to
ensure equity.

When Mr. Seigel makes his re-
ports to the board of education,
he may present information on
WASL scores, updates on a school
construction, and/or specificim-
provement in any given area.

“(He’s) very student success
focused,” stated Susan John-
son, staff member at the Bethel
District office where Mr. Seigel

-side wi

th Mr. Seigel

Laila Stuart spent half a day with Tom Seigel on Nov. 29 to find out what goes on at the top in school district
administration. His job includes encouraging continual improvement in all aspects of the school district.

works. “He really cares about
(these) kids.”

Mr. Seigel’s work takes him all
around the district. Aside from
the occasional conference or
visit to Olympia to represent the
district, one will usually find him
at an elementary handing out
5-year pins or speaking with staff
and students at a high school. In
between, heis at the office taking
calls and making sure operations
are running smoothly.

As for future developments,
there are many schools being

planned for the district to ac-
commodate for its fast-growing
population. A new junior high
and an elementary school are
scheduled to open in 2009.
Schools scheduled to undergo
a modernization include Span-
away Lake High and Spanaway,
Shining Mountain and Clover
Creek elementaries. A new bus
facility is in the works, as well
as a skills center and a privately
funded community center in col-
laboration with the Boys & Girls
Club that would have an Olympic

swimming pool as well. Add to
that many possible future land
purchases, and you have a well
developed community of schools,
staff, and resources available to
the growing public.

Mr. Seigel hopes this determi-
nation toward the betterment of
our district and the students and
families within — and with the
help of his outstanding team and
co-workers — will continue.

He says, “We need to work at
continual improvement. Keep
going!”

School board oversees local education

By Kimberly Wagner, Amarachi
Ejiawoko, Sara Wells, Ashley
Davis, Carly Mondoy and
Ugonma Ejiawoko

SJH, 8th and 9th grade

Being on the school board is a
job where sometimes the biggest
problem is not having a problem
atall.

This means that if there were
no problems in the school dis-
trict, there would be no need
for a school board. Some of the
things that are going on around
the board include: deciding about
creating new schools or not,
reviewing policies and checking
our district’s finances.

To become a school board
member, you have to be elected.
You can campaign for your po-
sition in any way you want to.
If you're already on the school
board, to become president, you
have to be nominated. These
elections are very low-key. Some-
times there isn’'t even competi-
tion. Getting and being on the
school board is a great way to start
a political career.

The school board’s purpose is
to make policy for the schools
and to select a superintendent.
Without a school board there
would most likely be disaster
for many parents, teachers and
students. The legislature gov-
ernment would take over with
political powers, and there could

Brenda Rogers, school board president, takes on questions from six
Spanaway Jr. High students. From left: Carly Monday, Ashley Davis,
Amarachi Ejiawoko, Kim Wagner, Ugonma Ejiawoko and Sara Wells.

be slight performance issues.

The school board is about
“local control” which means
the public chooses. Therefore,
if parents or students had some
concern or issue, they could come
in direct contact with a school
board member by attending one
of the public board meetings.
They would be able to solve their
issue within a reasonable period
of time.

However, if we had the gov-
ernment run our schools, and
a parent had an issue, he or she
would most likely not be in direct
contact with a board member.
Instead, an assistant or a regular
person would do the board’s
work. Parents would have to fill
out papers, go through a tiring
process and wait a long time to
get a response. With “local con-
trol,” citizens are able to be in
contact easier, and the public gets
to choose what it wants.

Did you know that there are
approximately 18,000 students in
the district? Well, it’s true.

More and more students come
into the district every year. For
this reason, school enrollments
increase and so do the class sizes.
One reason for this rapid growth
is because of the construction of
houses.

Have you ever driven down the
street, looked out your window
and seen construction signs and
workers, building new houses
for a new housing development?
Well, chances are you have.

Most of the residents who will
be moving into those houses are
families with children who will
need to be enrolled into a school.
This topic arises in meetings of
the school board.

They decide how many stu-
dents can come into the district
and what schools they will be
enrolled in.

Occasionally schools get so
filled up that the board will decide
that they have to transfer some
students to another school and
sometimes even another district.
The district can only afford so
many students. More students
can lead to more equipment for
sports, classrooms and maybe
even new teachers.

That’s one of the problems the
school board is facing. Improving
student learning is a subject that
they are constantly reviewing.
How can they make our learning,
as students better? Would adding
more classes help?

Planning for the district is
becoming an issue, especially
because of the speedy growth that
we are seeing.

Not only is this growth affect-
ing the district on the construc-
tion side, but also financially.
The school board has to make
sure that the money the district
has can cover our necessary
expenses.

When you're in this kind of role
in alarge school district like ours,
it is hard not to step into some-
body else’s job. You try and plan
something, but then you realize
that you should be hiring people
to do that. It's not your job.

To be on the board, youmust be
ready to take on tons of responsi-
bilities and make many decisions
affecting a lot of people. It truly
takes a responsible and caring
person to take on the job, not only
because it is a voluntary position,
butalso it takes an extremely long
amount of hours.





